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Coming Events: 
July 15-18:  Bendigo Sheep and Wool Show 

July 16-18:  Wooly Weekend to Heathcote and Bendigo 

July 28-31:  Quilt and Craft Fair at Melbourne Exhibition Centre 

August 7:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm to 5 pm held on the third floor Jenny Florence room 

August 14:  Black and Coloured Sheep Show at Cranbourne 

September 4:  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 1.30 PM followed by Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm to 5 pm 

October 2:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm to 5 pm 

November 6:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm to 5 pm 

            ** Original Knit and/or Crochet item Competition 

December4:  The Pavilion in the Fitzroy Gardens from 12 midday 

            ** Knitters Kringle gift 

Welcome to the July 2011 Knitters Knews, the monthly newsletter of the Handknitters Guild Inc.  If you have an item or article you would like published in the Knitters Knews, be it a new yarn shop, a knitting trend or something interesting in the media, please contact me Lindy on 03 9386 2167 or email me lindyjoy@bigpond.net.au .  
Although I wasn’t at the July 3 Sunday Sit and Knit at Ross House I believe a good meeting was held by all.  There were seven donkeys submitted for the Donkey Competition and the winner was Kay Game.  Kay also won the second prize but generously offered that prize to the third place getter, Drue Law.  Congratulations girls.  Yvonne was very happy with her little herd to take to the Donkey Shelter at Eltham.  Thanks to all who submitted donkeys.  We will run this competition again next year, so you can start thinking of a knitted or crocheted donkey.  

The Save the Children has revitalised and revamped its program providing woolen rugs for babies in India, Cambodia and Laos.  Born to Knit is running from June until the end of September.  Each square needs to be 20cm X 20cm, starting from 44 stitches.  This is the regular tension 8ply wool with 4mm needles(or whatever size gives you this tension).  Save the Children requests that squares be knitted from wool because they last longer and are fire retardant.  A blanket will be assembled from 16 squares.  Squares and blankets may be sent to Save the Children, Born to Knit, 42 Dight Street, Collingwood VIC 3066 or bring them (labeled) to a Sit & Knit.  

The August 7 Sunday Sit & Knit will be held in the Jenny Florence Room on the 3rd floor instead of the 4th floor.  Gay Lines and Susan Webster, both HKG members,  will talk about Patons in its many aspects.  

Morris & Sons have a video pod cast at www.stitchonomy.com  

Library News 

New titles for borrowing are Astounding Knits, The Cat Coat, Easy Beaded Knits, DVD Inovative Crochet Motifs and Knitting Daily TV, Knitting Vintage-an Australian publication through the decades, Noro Flowers, Noro Style, Wrapped in Crochet-Scarves, wraps and shawls, All New Homespun Handknits-homespun yarns and yardage for non homespun yarn, Northern Knits-Iceland, the Shetlands and Scandinavia and Irresistible Knits by Simply Knitting with many Alan Dart knits now we have monkeys, zoo animals, world soccer and a Cinderella doll which is reversible.  
The computerizing of the library will begin on July 21 with the installation of the library programme and then it will take time to add the book titles, authors etc by data entry.  Barbara hopes to catalogue the Patons books to add and by the beginning of 2012, we will be in the 21st century and computerized.  This has been and will be a mammoth job undertaken by Barbara and her band of trusty librarians.   
Commission Knitting 

We receive many requests for commission knitting from baby matinee jackets to hats and jumpers/cardigans.  As a Handknitting Guild I think it is important to assist non knitters or non crocheters in their quest for something handmade.  

I am aware that there are problems asking for payment and what to do when the knitter has been “burned” by the commissionee knot fully paying.  One way to overcome this is to ask for at least half the price agreed on up front and on completion of the garment, the remainder is paid.  We do have a suggested knitting rate leaflet which is available on request.  

If you think you would like to do some commission knitting, and as the knitting rates are suggestions only, you can ask for whatever you like, I would like to hear from you either by phone Lindy 9386 2167 or by email lindyjoy@bigpond.net.au so that I can compile a list of knitters, and when a commission request is sent in I will pass on the commissionee’s details to you so that the agreement is between you the knitter and the person wanting something knitted.  A purely private transaction that has nothing to do with the Handknitters Guild, apart from you being a member.  So please give some thought to knitting for commission.  I have done commission knitting in the past and have found it to be enjoyable.  

At the moment all I am doing is returning the email and suggesting that the person contact their local wool shop for someone to do commission knitting.  

I feel the Handknitters Guild could pick up this slack and thus add another string to the HKG bow.  

Around the tables 

Delle with her colourful placemats, Rose knitting a vest with Coloured Jewels purchased at Brunswick, Dayle with her blanket, a crocheted ruffle scarf in 2 ply Touch yarn from Bendigo Sheep and Wool Show, Joan with her own hand dyed yarn to  be a bag, Barbara finalising the front of a vest for herself, Flora knitting a top that Ann K is wearing, a pinafore dress in progress, Nola doing a leaf edging a free pattern from Ravelry Saroyan a simple scarf designed by Liz Abinante-see Nola for more details, Marilyn and her retro style cardigan with one sleeve to go with an interesting buttonhole …  knit 3, knit 2 tog yo knit 2 tog yo on first row then knit back knitting only one yo dropping the other to give a nice buttonhole, Annette doing a possum pouch and Carol holding up a blanket using strips instead of squares.  

From Can Do Books 

Stephanie A bit more about scarves … 

“Thanked you for inviting me today.  We have been aware of the Handknitters Guild for the five years we have been in business; we have a shop in Hawthorn and we have a mail order programme and please feel free to come and visit the shop in Hawthorn.  I would certainly recommend visiting us in Hawthorn rather than at the Quilt and Craft Fair as it is more relaxing.  You can get a mail order catalogue by adding your name and address and by email.  I think we have the best range of knitting books in Australia and we are pretty good in finding books and getting them in.  On our website it only shows what books we have in stock and you can order a book if it is not available in our stock.  The scarf display will be on until August 12 and then we will have a viewer’s choice for a prize.  A lady has sent in a finger crocheted scarf in baby angora from South America and it is just stunning.  More scarves are on display as well.  Stephanie is wearing a scarf from Reversible Knits and there is another book called Knit New Scarves and the books are stunning.”  
This is a bit of wit I copied from knit4charities 

Hooks & Humor: Funny Crochet Definitions 
Do those crochet terms and abbreviations have you stumped? Read on… 

Pattern: A set of written instructions that may or may not result in creating the object in the picture. Most patterns include a list of supplies but this is for your amusement only. After all, Amazonian Rhesus yarn in
smoky turquoise does not exist, and cannot be obtained. Patterns also have fun-to-do math problems, such as 1 dc in next 7 dc (34 dc made)…?! 

Yo: Yarn Over, meaning you need to wrap your yarn over your hook. Of course, this assumes the yarn doesn't split, fray or tangle. If this happens, yo then stands for, "Yell Outrageously." 

Dtrtrc: Double-treble-treble-crochet. This is a stitch where you yo four zillion times, insert hook in stitch and pull through the next two loops, repeating until all loops are off the hook, or until the end of time, whichever comes first. 

Reverse sc: This stitch is the lefty's revenge on all of us righties—for
once we have to work backwards, too! 

Catalog: A dangerous device that hypnotizes crocheters. It lulls them into a catatonic state, causing them to spend the family's grocery money on patterns and yarn. It may also be an evil plot to cause the downfall of the American economy. 


Hook: A device permanently attached to a crocheter's hand. It is also connected to her blood supply, and if for some reason it becomes dislodged from her hand, she breaks into a sweat and starts to feel faint. If the hook cannot be immediately replaced, the only valid substitute is a catalog (see above). 

Yarn: The only reason sheep farms still exist! It's also what crocheters buy when they have money; if there's any cash left over, they buy food and clothes. 

Doily: This seemingly innocent item looks like a table protector, but if someone actually tries to put a wet glass or an ashtray on it, the creator will instantly turn into a snarling Doberman. Use doilies at your own peril. 

Cat: A non-mechanical device used for unraveling afghans, unwinding skeins and keeping one's lap warm. A cat requires daily maintenance in the form of light stroking. 

Dog: Another non-mechanical device that is used for chasing down balls of yarn and putting tooth-mark engravings in wooden hooks. It's a high-maintenance item that does not store easily. 

Baby: A valid excuse to crochet something. 

Housework: An ancient rite that was performed by some B.C. women (Before Crochet). Historians believe it may have had something to do with a device called a "vacuum cleaner," which was kept in closets now occupied by yarn. 

Well that is all for now.  I hope you enjoy your read.  Don’t forget if you have an article from a magazine or book that you think is humerous, submit it to me because we all need a laugh now and then.  
Keep those needles and hooks on the move …. 

Lindy O’Neill 

Phone:  03 9386 2167 

Email:  lindyjoy@bigpond.net.au 
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OPEN DAY(morning) at the Geelong FORUM 2011
is SATURDAY, October 1st 
Everyone is welcome at Geelong Grammar School, Corio Bay (Victoria)

From 9am-12noon – and it’s FREE (The Trading area stays open longer, to 1pm)

It is possible to buy lunch ($13.00 per person) at the Dining Room Door – lunch is served 

at 12:30pm on the Saturday. Debbie’s BARRISTA Coffee Shop will also be open in Darling Hall 

where you can find the wonderful wares of the Traders

OPEN AFTERNOON at Geelong Grammar is WEDNESDAY Sept 29th
There are Free Talks by International Tutors in Bracebridge-Wilson from 1-2pm. Jiyoung Chung will be present with her work at Hirschfield-Mack from 2:30-4:30pm to talk about her exhibition there. 
View other exhibitions and installations, and spend time in Trades Hall and at the Barrista Coffee Shop.
N.B. If arriving any day besides Saturday Oct 1st, park in the main carpark and drop into the
 Maintenance Building for a campus map – or email to request one in advance: tafta@iinet.net.au
To RE-CAP about the OPEN DAY (October 1st):
· Arrival: arrive any time after 9am; you will be guided to the Visitor Parking Lot and provided with a campus map.
· Workshop Wonders: ‘Sinclaire’ will house displays of works made in the various classes of the FORUM which is convenient as a major exhibition is also there – works in felt by Helen O’Hare of Ireland; and SooMee Kim.

· Heathen Bazaar: the Main Dining Hall is where you’ll find the Heathen Bazaar, a vast array of exciting hand made goods provided by the stall holders (participants at the FORUM) who sell at bargain rates

· Merchants: Darling Hall is again the starting place for Traders of the FORUM, along with the Coffee Shop of course – some Traders may be in classrooms as well – the campus map will make this clear.

EXHIBITIONS & INSTALLATIONS can be found around the campus.
· Upstairs in Sinclaire we’ll feature the Recent Work in Felt Print and Stitch by Helen O’Hare of Ireland who is bringing very beautiful installation work. SooMee Kim of Korea/Australia joins her with some wall pieces along with her scarves, vests and jackets.

· Hirschfield-Mack will see a special exhibition by Jiyoung Chung who works in ‘Joomchi’ (a durable textured kind of ‘feltable’ paper with a long history in Korea). Jiyoung is a featured artist of Confluence for the Surface Design Association (USA) this year as well as making herself available to the Geelong FORUM.  (She will also attend her exhibition from 2:30-4:30pm on Wednesday afternoon, September 29th and would be pleased to discuss her methods, materials and artworks).

· Technology Building Foyer cabinets – Vicki Mason will exhibit her amazing jewellery/sculptures.

PUBLIC WELCOME ALL WEEK……  it is possible to visit at any time during the week, from 8am-5:30pm. While there is much to see during the week, you are not encouraged to drop into classrooms ; those who have enrolled for workshops must have their privacy and space protected) – the Open House is the best way to see what wonders have been produced in the FORUM classes all week.

ANY WORKSHOPS STILL OPEN for ‘Late’ Enrolments? ABSOLUTELY. We accept enrolments (where places are available) until 15 September. See the website: www.tafta.org.au or Email Janet De Boer for details: tafta@iinet.net.au or ring (07) 3300.6491. Both single room and dorm accommodation are available too, or it’s possible to attend as a non-residential. 

Don’t miss our 11h Geelong FORUM! We hope to see you there.
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