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Coming Events: 
September 4:  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 1.30 PM followed by Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm to 5 pm 

September 18:  20 Cast on Methods workshop 1 pm to 4 pm 

October 2:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm to 5 pm 

November 6:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm to 5 pm 

            ** Original Knit and/or Crochet item Competition 

December4:  The Pavilion in the Fitzroy Gardens from 12 midday 

            ** Knitters Kringle gift 

Welcome Handknitters Guild Inc members to the August 2011 Knitters Knews.  Our newsletter is now on our website, I have started with the June and July 2011 Knitters Knews, and with fingers crossed that is where the following months Knitters Knews will be.  This means there will be no emailed newsletters.  The Knitters Knews will be posted on our web site around 20-23 of each month so look out for it and I hope you still enjoy reading it.  Thank you to those members who emailed me and gave support and notes of interest for future Knitters Knews.  

New members since the July Knitters Knews are Kathy Webb, Georgiana Russell and a welcome back to Heather Graham.  Welcome to you all and I hope to see you at our Sunday Sit and Knit monthly meetings.  Perhaps we should call it Sunday Sit Knit and Chat!  And of course, crocheters are welcomed too.  

Annual General Meeting 

You will have noted that the Annual General Meeting was moved to September because the August meeting was held in the smaller room on the third floor.  There are some  vacancies on the committee and these are what is called the general committee, that is they are not office bearers.  So please consider nominating for a spot on the committee.  The AGM will start at 1.30 pm followed by our regular Sunday Sit and Knit (and Chat).  

Those members who came along to the Quilt and Craft Show will have noticed that our usual area was slightly changed and we faced the tables and chairs for the coffee and tea drinkers, and I must say I thought it was a better layout.  There was plenty of interest in our Guild and raffle tickets were going fast.  Thank you to those members who helped at our stall.  
At the September Sunday Sit and Knit following the AGM, we will have a guest, Yvonne Cowling from a rescue sanctuary where injured possums and other native animals and birds are looked after until they can return to the wild or go to other safe havens.  Yvonne will speak about the possum pouches and how and when they are used, and why so many are required.  So please keep the noise down while these speakers are talking.  
The Wooly Weekend 

From those members I spoke to who went to the Wooly Weekend to Heathcote and Bendigo Sheep and Wool Show, it sounds like a wonderful time was had by all 11 persons.  Again, the Bendigo Sheep and Wool Show received accolades and Nola, one of our members who has a stall at Bendigo, said it was great.  Instead of a Wooly Weekend next year, we will plan to have a Wooly Day somewhere around Melbourne and its environs.  So if you would like to see an area of wool and yarn producers around Melbourne, now is your chance to let someone on the committee know and we will see what happens.  
A few years back we went to Tarneit and Geelong and checked out Shilogh, and there is Coloured Jules there as well.  Again I encourage you to think of places you may not have seen but would like to and let someone know.  We try and fit in three places of interest plus lunch.  It is up to you the members now.  
Raffle winners 

First prize:  Tamie Allen will be more than happy with her throw/rug
Second:  Irene Heywood who will receive a basket of goodies from Morris and Sons which include a set of Knit Pro circular needles
Third:  Anne Lacey 
Fourth:  Rose Alafasia of Moonee Vale (sorry if you know this lady and I have spelt her name incorrectly)
5th:  Juri/Julie Jacobs 
At the August 7 Sunday Sit and Knit in the Jenny Florence room on the third floor, we had Emotive Yarns, the new on line yarn store which was represented by Marita who told us about the concept of the on line shop.  I think most members present received a “goody” bag with some yarn and the sales price list, and if you wer on the ball you could have received your on line order with a 20% discount which ran for the following week.  I did like a couple of the yarns and meant to order but you know how it goes .......... life gets in the way!  There were some interesting novelty type yarns plus the traditional wool and wool blend yarns.  

Emotive Yarn from Marita Hayden

Emotive Yarn was launched in April and is an on line yarn store.  Marita brought along a number of show bags but if you didn’t receive one and you were at the August Sunday Sit and Knit, let me know and I will chase up your bag of goodies.  Marita also brought along items knitted with the various yarns so that you could see how it knitted or crocheted up.  On their web site www.emotiveyarns.com.au there are project sheets available to download as well as the yarns.  Also please feel free to comment favourably or unfavourably re the yarns you have worked with as it is only by feedback, the sheep and goats are sorted-no play on words intended!  

WORKSHOP

Natalie is running a workshop on 20 ways to cast on.  I personally didn’t know there were 20 ways but I am willing to learn.  The date is September 18 at Ross House from 1 pm to 4 pm.  Cost is $40 per member or $50 for non members.  Names will be collected at the September Sunday Sit and Knit and when your name is recorded you will receive a list of “what is required”.  Please support our workshops as a lot of work goes into the preparation that is  involved.  A minimum of 5 will see the workshops happening.  

Update from the library

Barbara B and Linda have been extremely busy cataloguing the books and weeding out duplicates which are offered to members at our Sunday Sit and Knits at outstanding prices.  The next big step is to bar code and then data entry into the computer.  Hopefully by January 2012, everything will be ready to go and you will then be able to do a “search” and find the pattern you are looking for.  And to add to the cataloguing here are some new titles: 

Module Magic which is a replacement book due to a member’s knitting bag and its contents being stolen while on a tram, 100 Years of Shetland Shawls by Heirloom with some beautiful shawls that have had the instructions updated to modern times, Noro-Catwalk 2 a request, Noro Love, The Divine Drop Stitch using the drop stitch and how to put it into various knits, Circular Knitting Redefined, Leave those Straight Needles behind with a whole range of knitting in there, 75 Birds, Bees and Bugs to Knit and Crochet which Marcia is holding her hand out for!  These titles are now available from the library.  
Unfortunately there was too much hubbub in the background and I couldn’t give justice to those folks with items during “show and tell”.  In future, please keep your voices down to minimum while Anne is going around the room on the look out for interesting knits or finished items.  With the room on the fourth floor being bigger than the Jenny Florence room, sometimes it is hard to hear what is on the tape recording for me to weed out background noise.  Another tip is to say your name and what you are showing instead of “I have finished it and here it is, and there are so many oohs and aahs, what you have done is lost.  Thanks for that.  I am an audio medical typist and I am used to mumbles, coughs, sneezes etc that frequently occur during dictation, but it is annoying and I find myself talking to the computer and saying not nice things!  

MEMBERSHIP FEES

Remember that your membership fees for the Handknitters Guild Inc is due on the month you signed up.  The date is on your card and you will be notified either by email or post that your fees are due. $25 is the annual fee and depending on our finances after the bills are paid for the computer and programmes, printer, bar code and reader are paid, we will know how the Guild is going.  At the moment we are about 1200 titles in the library and the library capacity is almost full.  The Guild purchases these books for your benefit as sometimes the cost is quite high and you have the opportunity to borrow up to 6 items made up of books and magazines, for a month without a cost.  Our raffle is the main event to fund raise as with the Brunswick Wool and Craft Fair held on the last Saturday of May each year.  The Guild also has to find rent money for our room for each Sunday Sit and Knit and the library, all of which include public liability and insurance.  So members, this is where your annual fees and your $2 per Sunday Sit and Knits goes towards.  

Commission knitting

Please, if you are interested in knitting on commission, we do get a lot of inquiries regarding commission knitting and crochet, could you please let me know so that I can draw up a list of commission knitters.  You can say yes I would like to do some knitting on commission, but you have the opportunity of saying when the item or garment wanting to be knitted is seen or should I say the pattern for or crocheted, no that doesn’t suit me.  The choice is yours whether you take on the knitting in question.  

A testimonial regarding a wool store.

Thanks Laura for letting us know of the ......
“I buy a lot of wool from the Jolly Jumbuk in Bairnsdale so thought I'd pass it on for the newsletter.  They're such a nice bunch there, you can drop into the shop for their signature 'Jumbuk' label wool in four natural (undyed) shades of 100% wool, different ply available, or they can send you wool by post for a small postage fee.   I do this a lot as I live in central Melbourne.

Susan and Russell are very lovely and always send postal requests very quickly, and going into the shop reaps rewards as on occasion during the year they also do hand-dyed batches in gorgeous one-off shades.  



info@jumbukwool.com.au


Like most things, generally we have happy customers but sometimes we hear more from the less happy ones…
 
We would be very happy if our details were publicized in the guild newsletter for member’s future reference.
Even if we don’t have a particular item in stock we are often able to source it for you.
 
Kind regards, Susan
The Jolly Jumbuk Country Craft Centre-home of Jumbuk wools-naturally Australia’s best jumpers! 

www.jumbukwool.com.au 

www.thejollyjumbuk.com.au 

phone:  1300 301 386 

PO Box 425, Bairnsdale  3875” 

Thanks Laura, this sounds very interesting! 

Keep those needles and hooks on the move …. 

Lindy O’Neill 

Phone:  03 9386 2167 

Email:  lindyjoy@bigpond.net.au 
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