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Coming Events: 
October 2:  Sunday Sit and Knit at 2 pm at Ross House on the 4th floor
October 22-23:  Kay’s Keepsakes, 101 Phillips Street, Coburg   3058 

November 6:  Sunday Sit and Knit at 2 pm

            ** The Original Knit or Crochet Item judging and winner announced

December 4:  Christmas Gathering at The Pavilion in the Fitzroy Gardens from 12 midday

            ** Knitters Kringle gift to share

Welcome to the Knitters Knews for September 2011.  My how the year is advancing!  Welcome to our visitor Karyn Cunningham and new members.  We hope you enjoy your day with us and that as a group of knitters and crocheters, we can offer you assistance when necessary, our beautiful library to peruse and amiable times over a coffee or tea whilst sharing our passion.

Annual General Meeting

September 4 was our Annual General Meeting at 1.30 pm.  There were 23 members present and the minutes of the previous AGM were read and passed.  Our secretary Valerie Elliott stood again for the position of secretary, as did Barbara Schembri for the position of treasurer.  Two members nominated for the position of President and a secret ballot was held with Anne Grace polling more and so is our president.  Shirley Pullen is now our vice president.  Nominations for the general committee were received by Barbara Bugg, Carol Cooper, Rose Eggerton, Yvonne Iliffe, Roisin O’Dwyer, Lindy O’Neill and Marilyn Sowden who were all accepted as the new committee for 2011-2012.  
Thanks were given to all committee members by Anne Grace the president for 2010-2011 for all the assistance given, ideas passed on and the general support by the committee and members of the Handknitters Guild Inc.  The aim for 2011-2012 is to further show our craft to a wider public, increase our membership and show our Guild’s profile whenever and wherever possible.  The greatest achievement over the past year has been the mammoth task of computerising the library which is being undertaken by Barbara Bugg, Linda Aspinal and other members who have offered help with data entry.  The aim is for the library to be fully computerised and this includes a search facility to help you find that particular pattern, will be ready for 2012.  The Brunswick Wool and Craft Fair has continued to be a successful platform for the not so common yarn producers to show their wares and to display the throw being raffled.  Again the Handknitters Guild showed its face at the Black and Coloured Sheep Breeders Association at Cranbourne where a handful of members also came along to view the beautiful yarns spun and coloured for sale.  Our main purchase in the last year was the computer for the library and all its peripherals and software.  So members you can see we have been busy little bees and for the next 12 months, let us do it again!

A Word of Warning

Please remember to turn forward your clocks on Sunday October 2 at 2 am otherwise you will be an hour behind the rest of us!  Although our brain is telling us ... where did that last hour of sleep go, for the next six months we can enjoy our summery light filled evenings and perhaps sit outside in the dusk knitting and maybe sipping a chilled glass of wine!

The Original Knit or Crochet Competition

The judging of this competition will be on November 6 and the winner announced.  Judith from Morris and Sons will be judging and the prize is a set of Knit Pro circular needles.  A wonderful prize donated by Morris and Sons.  You have a month or so to finalise your item, or if you are quick you can whip something up.  You can follow a basic pattern but it is your emphasis and style that show the item to its best.  Good luck all of those who are entering.

Knitting Kringle

As there have been many new members this year I will explain this idea.  You are asked if you are attending the Pavilion for the Christmas Gathering to wrap a present to the value of $10 something which has a knitting or crochet theme.  In the past there have been knitted and crocheted items, needles and crochet hooks, patterns and yarns.  So put your thinking caps on and when you arrive at The Pavilion, a bag will be there for your gift and during the coffee/tea stage of the afternoon, the bag will be presented to each and everyone for you to select a parcel.  It is interesting listening to the oohs and aahhs as gifts are unwrapped.

Workshops and/or Outings

The committee is thinking already about workshops and what to offer and who can instruct.  If you have any ideas or can instruct others on how to ... we would like to hear from you.  Just let one of the committee members know.  I personally would like to learn how to knit in the round, inn particular how to start and when down to smaller numbers of stitches, how to do the magic loop.  You might have something else you would like to be shown how to such as cables or reading charts or how to change charts to lines.  Sock knitting is popular and maybe miniature knitting is your thing.  So start thinking of what you would like to learn without thinking what does anyone else think.

And as for the outing,  2012 we will not be having our Wooly Weekend but if you wish, we could do a yarn store crawl or visit yarn outlets away from the suburbs and go to somewhere like the Geelong environs or anywhere else north, south, east or west.  Have you wanted to go to a particular region and shop for yarn?  Again the committee is open to ideas.

Lil Aussie Prems

Ros Coles a voluntary support person for Lil Aussie Prems will be coming to collect any prem beanies we have knitted for the organisation.  I am a volunteer with Lil Aussie Prems.  We are a support group for families
> who have been touched by premature birth.  This year, we are hoping to knit
> hats for the premature babies in the hospitals.  We already have a lovely
> member who devotes her time to sewing outfits for the little angels in
> hospital, but we are now aiming to supply hats for Christmas along with a
> little outfit for the babies.

My mother and I will be collecting the hats, and then forwarding them on.  I have a
> pattern that we are able to use, and it can be found at Premmie Christmas

· Hat <http://woolwindings.blogspot.com/2005/11/christmas-hat.html.  

There are three sizes to choose from.  As a mother of
> a prem baby who weighed only 1lb 1oz, I know that tiny hats can be very hard
> to come by.

Here is the pattern 
CHRISTMAS HAT

Yarn: Bernat Soft Boucle' in white (contrasting color)
Caron Simply Soft worsted weight in red (main color)

Needles: US size 7 dpns

Gauge: 5 sts = 1"

Finished circumference 8" (10", 12")
To fit a baby: 1-3 lbs (3-5 lbs, 6-8 lbs)

Instructions:
Cast on 40 (48, 56) sts. in contrasting color. Divide stitches as evenly as possible on three needles. Join in the round. Knit until hat measures 1-1/2" (1-1/2", 1-1/2") from cast on edge. (The measurement for this part is approximate. I tried to knit the brim just long enough so it would roll, but not show where the new yarn is joined on the wrong side.)

Change to main color and knit until hat measures 3-1/2" (4", 4-1/2") from cast on edge. Begin decreases.

Decrease Rounds:
Rnd 1 *K6, k2tog; rep from * around
Rnd 2 K
Rnd 3 *K5, k2tog; rep from * around
Rnd 4 K
Rnd 5 *K4, k2tog; rep from * around
Rnd 6 K
Rnd 7 *K3, k2tog; rep from * around
Rnd 8 K
Rnd 9 *K2, k2tog; rep from * around
Rnd 10 K
Rnd 11 *K1, k2tog; rep from * around
Rnd 12 K
Rnd 13 K2tog around
Rnd 14 K

Cut yarn leaving an end for sewing top. Pull through remaining stitches and draw up tightly to secure. Fasten off. Make a pom-pom from contrasting color and attach to top. Weave in all ends.
A quick reminder 

If you would like to knit or crochet on a commission basis, please let me know what you can do and what style of work you prefer, and that includes the ply.  I have a list of members who would like to do commission knitting and as requests come in, I will pass them on and you have the choice to follow it through or say no.  I can be contacted by phone 03 9386 2167 or email lindyjoy@bigpond.net.au or at any of the Sunday Sit and Knits.  

Coming up in October

Kay’s Keepsakes will be on from Saturday 22 to Sunday 23, inclusive for the Christmas Craft Market.  All sorts of things like decorations, sewing, knitting and crochet, jewellery and things to eat.  Starting at 10 am each day and going until 4 pm.  Have a coffee or tea and a piece of homemade cake or tart and sit and enjoy Kay’s garden.  Just perfect for that something special for someone special.  

 Keep those needles and hooks on the move …. 

Lindy O’Neill 

Phone:  03 9386 2167 

Email:  lindyjoy@bigpond.net.au 
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