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Coming Events: 
December 4:  Christmas gathering at the Pavilion in the Fitzroy Gardens from 12 midday-don’t forget your Knitters Kris Kringle
January 8 or 15:  Extraordinary Committee meeting for all committee members 12 midday to 2 pm 

February 5:  Welcome back to the Sunday Sit and Knit for 2012 2 pm to 5 pm at Ross House

March 4:  Sunday Sit and Knit at Ross House from 2 pm to 5 pm 

April 1:  Sunday Sit and Knit at Ross House from 2 pm to 5 pm proposed Sunspun wool sale and 

April 28:  BRUNSWICK WOOL AND CRAFT FAIR 10 am to 3 pm

May 6:  Biggest Afternoon Tea and the Beanie and Tea Cosy Competition judging

June 3:  Sunday Sit and Knit at Ross House from 2 pm to 5 pm plus proposed Knitted or Crocheted Donkey competition for The Donkey Shelter in Eltham
June 1-30:  Knit In Public Day for the month of June

June 17:  Proposed workshop

July 1:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm to 5 pm

July 20-22:  Bendigo Sheep and Wool Show

July 26-29:  The Quilt and Craft Fair
August 5:  Annual General Meeting at 1.30 pm followed by a Hamlin Fistula knit a square/rectangle in 8 ply wool any colour
September 2:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm to 5 pm at Ross House

October 7:  Sunday Sit and Knit at Ross House from 2 pm to 5 pm plus a Teddy Bear’s Picnic competition
November 4:  Sunday Sit and Knit at Ross House from 2 pm to 5 pm plus proposed Original Knit or Crochet competition
December 2:  Christmas Gathering at the Pavilion from 12 midday

Please note .... The above proposed calendar for 2012 is to give you all time to plan ahead for the competitions we are proposing and what is on offer throughout the year.  Of course things can change so keep an eye on the Coming Events dates.  If I have the dates wrong, please let me know as I was calculating in my head and sometimes that does not mean it is right! 

On November 6 at the Sunday Sit and Knit Laura had many questions regarding the yarn she was knitting with.  For those who were interested and those not present who might have been interested, the shrug for a friend was knitted in a 2 ply dark blue pure mohair bought from Dairing at 321 Lennox Street, Richmond.  Contact details are: www.dairing.com.au 

The December Sit and Knit on December 4

Our last Sit and Knit will be held at The Pavilion in the Fitzroy Gardens-near the Fairy Tree.  We gather around 12 noon and you can choose from a wide selection of light, snack or full meals, or you can bring your own as long as you order something like a coffee/tea/or glass of wine.  This is when you bring along a small gift wrapped and containing a knitting or crochet based item.  In the past we have had yarn, crochet hooks/knitting needles, accessory bags, patterns and knitted or crocheted items like scarves, decorations and jewellery.  These gifts are placed in a box and usually the President comes around and you can put your hand in and select a gift.  Then listen to the oohhs and aahhs.  After we have eaten and the weather is kind, we can sit outside and knit.  Is there a more enjoyable way of spending the day with friends?  The date is Sunday December 4, and I hope to see a lot of you there.

Can I remind you all that face washers and soap can be passed to Valerie at The Pavilion on December 4.  These face washers are posted to Alice Springs to be passed on to elderly Aboriginal women in hostels/nursing homes in and around Alice Springs, and sometimes to a wider area of the Northern Territory.  And whilst on charity knitting, the need for baby knitted or crocheted items are still required by the Alice Springs Base Hospital and the Caroline Chisholm Society in Moonee Ponds.  Today we are collecting for Lil Aussie Prems a support group for parents of premature or ill babies throughout Australia.  The pattern for the Christmas beanies was in I think, the September Knitters Knews.  Pat Anger has very kindly donated seven of these beanies and these will be passed on to a lady in New South Wales who is making little gowns that the beanies will be added to.  And of course there is always the need for possum pouches as we come closer to the bushfire season.  If you would like a copy of our  charity knitting patterns and what we have and will support, you can contact me Lindy on 03 9386 2156 or email lindyjoy@bigpond.net.au  I can post or email a copy to you.  

The original Knit or Crochet Item

We had our inaugural Original Knit or Crochet Item competition this month.  There were a number of quite diverse and interesting garments in the competition and Judith from Morris and Sons declared the winner of the competition to be Jill Rao with her fine Cashmere yarn used in a scarf.  Judith looked for expertise in knitting or crochet, wearability and design.  Jill received as her prize a set of Pro circular needles and congratulations Jill!  With such interest shown we will run the competition again in 2012, so you have plenty of time to think out your exhibit.  .

You will note on the calendar for next year we will be knitting a block for the Fistula Hospital in Ethiopia.  If you want a head start ... cast on 50 stitches and knit every row for 100 rows and cast off.  These are done in 8 ply wool and will be collected for Morris and Sons in August 2012.  For this we will have a knit-in at the August Sunday Sit and Knit in 2012.  If you have access to the internet the web address is www.hamlinfistula.org.au  

Library update
Those members at the November 6 Sunday Sit and Knit and borrowed or returned items from the library were the first to have their items noted on the new computer system.  This has been a mammoth job undertaken voluntarily and freely of time by Barbara Bugg and her helpers Linda Aspinal and Ros Conroy in the main.  Others have offered their time and expertise to bring the library to the computer age.  And whilst on the topic of the library, the Wednesday opening of the library from 11 am to 2 pm will continue until 13 December and will re-open February 8, 2012.  Please make sure you return your items to the library at the February Sit and Knit or the Wednesday library opening day on February 8.  You have had your library items for three months so please return them promptly.  

Raffle rug blocks
All the raffle rug/throw blocks were distributed at the November Sit and Knit.  The instructions this year are simple.  There is a garter stitch border top, bottom an sides and you can choose whatever pattern you like for inside the border.  You can have cables, lace, eyelet, or textures such as a basket weave or moss stitch.  Please fill in the form provided in your bag of yarn and return all blocks completed or otherwise at the February 5 Sunday Sit and Knit 2012.  

Well knitters I think that is all for now.  Again congratulations to Jill for her prizewinning scarf in the Original Knit or Crochet Item competition.  Enjoy your break over the Christmas and New Year period, and I look forward to seeing all of you next year with your knitting and/or crochet ideas, patterns and finished items.  Don’t forget if you have an article of interest be it knitting or crochet related, heard of a new yarn shop or have spent time and were impressed with the yarns on display, or you are wanting to decrease your stash of wool and books and you want to advertise, please contact me Lindy to have it placed in the Knitters Knews.  

To those of you who won’t be at The Pavilion on December 4, the Handknitters Guild Inc would like to extend the compliments of the season to one and all and let us have a bright and happy new knitting year.  

Keep those needles and hooks on the move …. 

Lindy O’Neill 

Phone:  03 9386 2167 

Email:  lindyjoy@bigpond.net.au 
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Sunspun 185 Canterbury Road, Canterbury  

Phone:  03 9830 1609 
Email:  shop@sunspun.com.au
www.sunspun.com.au 

What’s New

SUMMER:
New Sirdar/Sublime yarn: 

Tussah Silk: $13.95 per 50gm – Silk/Viscose blend with a beautiful sheen and texture. There is a new book for the yarn ($35.00) and a new sample garment in store.

New colours in two Rowan summer yarns:
Sienna:  4 ply mercerised cotton. Over 15 colours and a new sample garment in store.

Savannah: 10 ply Cotton/Silk blend. We now have several colours in stock – and a couple of knitted sample garments in store.

New Rowan Fabrics – see our website for details.

WINTER 2012:
New ROWAN Books and Yarns for Winter 2012 

See new images and colour charts on our website.
New Rowan Magazine 50 – winter designs - $35.00

Other new winter books:
· Dalesmen $29.95 – a collection of knits for men 
· Nordic Tweed $19.95 – a collection of designs using three new Tweed yarns: Rowan Fine Heritage Tweed (4 ply), Rowan Heritage Tweed DK and Colourspun 

· Evolution $19.95 – a collection of designs using the thicker Rowan yarns: Big Wool, Drift, Cocoon 
· Rowan Lace $19.95 – designs using the new Rowan Lace yarn (2 ply). 
· Winter Warmers $29.95 – a collection of designs using the new Alpaca Chunky yarn and other thicker Rowan yarns. 
· 10 Simple, cosy projects by Sarah Hatton $15.00 – small projects using thicker Rowan yarns. Good book for beginner knitters. 
· Purelife Home $19.95 - a collection of designs for the home made in Renew. (this book is due late November)

New Rowan Winter Yarns 
· Fine Lace: $12.95 per 50gm ball.  2 ply Baby alpaca/Wool mix in 8 shades. 
· Fine Heritage Tweed: $9.95 per 25gm ball.  4 ply pure wool tweed in 24 fabulous colours. 
· Heritage Tweed DK: $11.50 per 50gm. 8 ply pure wool tweed in 18 colours. 
· Colourspun: $13.95 per 50gm ball. 8 ply wool/mohair multi coloured yarn with long length per ball (135 metres). 
· Alpaca Chunky: $26.95 per 100gm. Very soft, chunky Alpaca/wool yarn. 
· Renew: $10.95 for 50gms. 12 ply multi-coloured yarn made from recycled wool.

The Thread Room Shop front open for two days only

The time has come for me to focus on a new and exciting phase of my fine art practice and say goodbye to the craft business.  The Thread Room is now on the market and as part of preparing for the sale I will be opening the shop to the public for two days on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th December (10am to 5pm) to reduce stock levels and clear most of my personal stash of hand-dyed Marta's Yarns.

There will be great discounts on knitting yarns, knitting needles, books and more.  Bulk wool and silk tops, undyed yarn on hanks and cones will also be available.

I will also be selling a substantial amount of never before seen original Marta's Yarns hand-dyed yarns as part of my personal stash clear out.  Large balls of Marta's Flowers, Slubby, Lamb, Mohair and 2ply Merino yarns and hanks of hand spun Angora and 8ply Merino wool in stunning multi-colours will be available to the public for the first time. 

Please note that there will be no re-winding of balls, cones or hanks.  

Those wishing to buy wholesale amounts prior to the sale or interested in purchasing the business may call me on 0438 885 155 to arrange a time to meet.

Regards
Patricia Cantos

Address: 33 Waverley Road, Malvern East (opposite Monash Caulfield - corner of Bates Street).
Ph: 9572 0319
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