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Coming Events: 
February 5:  Welcome back Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm at Ross House in Melbourne 
March 4:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm plus Sunspun displaying their goodies 

April 1:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm 

April 28:  BRUNSWICK WOOL AND CRAFT FAIR 

May 6:  Sunday Sit and Knit plus Biggest Afternoon Tea for Cancer Research and the Beanie and Tea Cosy Competition 

June 1-30:  Knit in Public Day for the month of June 

June 3:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm plus the Knitted or Crocheted Donkey competition with all donkeys entered going to the Donkey Shelter in Eltham 
July 1:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm 

July 13-15:  Bendigo Sheep and Wool Show 

July 19-22:  Quilt and Craft Fair at Melbourne Exhibition Centre 

August 5:  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 1.30 PM followed by the usual Sunday Sit and Knit plus raffle draw 
August 19:  Black and Coloured Sheep Show at Cranbourne

September 2:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm 

October 7:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm plus “A teddy bear’s picnic” competition
November 4:  Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm plus the “Creative Design” competition judging
December 2:  Our Christmas get together from 12 midday at The Pavilion in the Fitzroy Gardens plus your Knitters Kris Kringle gift 
Welcome everyone to 2012.  Have you all made your New Year resolutions and do they include your craft of knitting?  Mine this year in regard to knitting is not to purchase any wool until I have used some out of my stash.  So when I use 10 balls of Feathers (and I use double yarn) I can purchase 10 balls of something to replace it.  Of course that means my stash doesn’t really decrease but why worry!
February 5 is our first Sunday Sit and Knit from 2 pm at Ross House.  Apart from catching up with who is doing what and who has finished anything since last year (I think I fail that one) the committee would like you to think seriously of what you would like to do throughout the year.  Have you thought of a workshop you would like us to run, a guest speaker you would like to hear, a new yarn shop or new yarns you have seen or heard of?  This is your Handknitters Guild and the committee is only human and some direction from you, the members, would be fantastic.  Some examples could be knitting socks either from the top down or from the toe up, and what about the heels; the technique of mastering the magic loop for smaller diameter knitting eg premi beanies;  how to use colours to increase the wow effect-I’m sure you have some ideas.  

February 5 is also the time to hand in your raffle blocks with any left over wool.  There is a “feedback form” that we ask you to fill in and return with your square.  It is very simple asking about what you thought of the squares, did you enjoy choosing your own pattern etc.  These forms help us in regard to choosing a style of rug for the coming year.  

On March 4 Sunspun will be here to show new yarns, older yarns and pattern books.  They will be set up in the foyer and after our President’s address, you can wander out and look around.  Sunspun donate gift vouchers for our raffle each year so please support them in return.  

You will have noticed the change of date for the Brunswick Wool and Craft Fair.  This is because the Moreland Council is starting renovations to the Town Hall on May1 so the hall is not available.  And, the Brunswick Town Hall won’t be available in 2013 either.  The Committee are looking at other venues including the Northcote Town Hall and the North Melbourne Town Hall.  Do you have any other suggestions for a venue for our Wool and Craft Fair?  

April 1 is the Sunday Sit and Knit and we will be asking members to put your name on the list tor assistance at the Brunswick Wool and Craft Fair on April 28 which starts at 10 am and finished at 3 pm.  Half an hour of your time either selling raffle tickets at the door or assisting on the Guild stall selling duplicate library books, gives everyone time to enjoy the day.  
Library news
As of February 1 the library will be open for business from 11 am to 2 pm for changing library books or dropping in the raffle rug squares or any notices for a Sunday Sit and Knit when you are unable to come.  Also on the library front the computerised library system is up and running thanks to a mammoth task from Barbara Bugg and her elves.  A great job and thanks to all who have contributed.  The library system is so clever if your membership has expired, you cannot borrow until your membership is paid!  This also applies to members who have overdue books.  We ask that you show your membership card to the librarian on duty as you check out your books/magazines.  
Membership

On your Handknitters Guild Inc membership card is the date for its renewal so please take note of that.  Your membership can be paid by cheque, cash or internet banking and for the latter, you will need to contact Barbara Schembri labtax@bigpond.net.au or by phone on 9894 2864.  If Barbara is not at a Sunday Sit and Knit, your membership can be paid to Valerie.  Also, please note on your membership card that your details are correct.  

An interesting article from Born to Knit
We have supported Born to Knit in the past knitting squares for various countries in need.  This is their current newsletter ...

“We are very excited to reveal that plans for Born to Knit are underway for 2012!  This doesn’t mean that you should start sending us your stuff just yet, because we still need to confirm the requirements with our country offices who will receive your knitted goods later this year.  We will keep you posted and as soon as details are confirmed, we’ll let you know!
In the meantime (and to get your ‘knitting fix’) we thought we would let you know what our friends at the Yarn Corner are up to, to get you into the knitting groove for 2012!

On January 21st – Melbourne’s City Square will be transformed into a woollen wonderland.  Yarn will be wrapped around all sorts of things  until the end of February and you can even get in on the action!

If you can already knit, you can help out with the actual installation on Saturday 21st January from 9am through until 5pm.

If you want to know how to knit, you can take part in the workshops available on Sunday 22nd January from 11am through until 2pm.  Bookings are required, so please email twilighttaggers@gmail.com to reserve your spot.

Otherwise, you can just head on down to the City Square before the end of February to see a prominent part of Melbourne covered in yarn!”
Well members, that is all for this month.  I hope you enjoy your read and remember, if you are selling your stash of yarns and patterns, or you know of a wool sale or of a new yarn shop, please contact me, Lindy so I can put it into the Knitters Knews.  
Keep those needles and hooks on the move …. 

Lindy O’Neill 

Phone:  03 9386 2167 

Email:  lindyjoy@bigpond.net.au 
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Now's the time we make our New Year resolutions for our crafting.

If it's to finish that UFO (Unfinished Objects) or to learn something fresh and exciting, Morris and Sons has new yarns, patterns, kits, and classes as well as plenty of inspiration and guidance in store to help you. 

New This Year ...

New Yarns

In the Knitting section of the stores we'll introduce you to the Zauberball (magic ball), the Crazy Zauberball (crazy magic ball) and then, of course the Wunderkleks which translates to 'wonder(full) splash'.
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How can anyone resist knitting with a yarn that will result in a wonderful splash of colours!?
The list goes on: Lace Ball, Zauberball 6 ply, Cashmere Queen in natural colours, and Reggae Ombre. Not to mention the Flying Saucer Sock knitting yarn.

It's going to be a veritable banquet of yarn at Morris and Sons.
And best of all there is an awesome Wollzauber pattern book with designs to adorn yourself from head to toe. This is the year of the Zauberball!

With all these tempting little treats, aren't you glad that 2012 is a leap year and you have one extra day of heavenly crafting to do?

New Class Schedules
Keep an eye on our website for the return of our fantastic regular classes at both our Sydney and Melbourne stores, as well as some new classes to look forward to. A few examples of what is to come includes sock knitting, tips and tricks, seamless knitting, cast ons and cast-offs. Click here to see our class list in more detail and enroll.


Keep us up to date with all your 2012 projects by posting your pictures on Ravelry or our Facebook page.

Also, since so many of our customers have discovered the delights of Morris Estate 8 ply in all its 56 colours, we're going to be having a Show and Tell Estate Special in our up and coming newsletters.
So if you send us images of your Morris Estate 8 Ply projects to info@morrisandsons.com.au, you may see yours displayed in our next newsletter.

On behalf of everyone here at Morris and Sons we would like to thank you for your patronage and we wish you a healthy and happy New Year!

Printed by courtesy of: Office Choice South Melbourne, 9699 3111


[image: image2.jpg]


